
Your RVò seminar.  You can 

learn more about fire safety at 

his web site http://

www.macthefireguy.com. 

Twenty two Coaches cara-

vanned to Perry from Stone 

Mountain. Iôm pleased to 

report that there were no 

breakdowns, accidents or lost 

coaches along the way. With 

everything going smoothly, 

we arrived at Perry more than 

30 minutes ahead of schedule.  

Fortunately, we got in just as 

they finished the parking a 

previous caravan so we got 

parked quickly. We even had 

the electric and non-electric 

coaches close to each other so 

walking from one group to the 

other wasnôt an issue. 

Perry started out with a lot of 

rain but the last three 

By Chip Aiken 

Hello to all from Arkansas. I 

hope this newsletter and the 

lower fuel prices find you 

traveling and enjoying those 

beautiful American Coaches.  

Annette and I spent most of 

the winter in Yuma, Arizona 

before heading east to Stone 

Mountain, Georgia for the 

ACC pre-rally at Stone 

Mountain Park and 

Campground.  

Forty coaches attended the 

rally and the weather cooper-

ated fairly well until the last 

day when it got a little cool. 

Our DJ on Thursday night 

was a big hit, with the help of 

ACC first-timers, Randy and 

Robin Brock. Randy and Rob-

in worked the crowd, along 

with the DJ of course, and 

Robin sang on a few occa-

sions. They motivated many 

members to get out on the 

dance floor and kick up their 

heels. Everyone had such a 

great time that donations were 

made by a couple members to 

keep the DJ beyond his sched-

uled time. Beverly Martinôs 

mother, who is traveling with 

them, got up on the dance 

floor and proclaimed later that 

it was the first time that she 

had danced in over 35 years! 

Amazing! 

Iôd like to thank everyone that 

helped out with all the little 

chores that make for a suc-

cessful rally. There are too 

many to list and I wouldnôt 

want to leave anyone out. 

Iôd also like to personally 

thank Indigo Bluffs in Michi-

gan for their sponsorship of 

the DJ.  They not only paid 

for the DJ but were personally 

represented at our rally. Indi-

go Bluffs is a new Class A 

Motorcoach RV Retreat. You 

can check them out at http://

www.indigobluffs.com. Also, 

thanks to Mac the Fire Guy 

for donating his time and 

equipment to put on his popu-

lar ñFire and Life Safety In  

Stone Mountain Rally A Fun Time for All 

High Attendance Anticipated at ñComing Back Homeò Rally  

By Marcia Bratsburg 

Please join us for the 

ñComing Back Homeò pre-

rally on July 13th - 18th, 2009 

in Decatur, Indiana. North 

Adams Community High 

School has opened their cam-

pus for us to use for camping 

as well as recreation. The 

Superintendent of Schools, 

the mayor, the Downtown 

Merchants and the Chamber 

of Commerce are joining 

together to welcome us to 

Decatur.  

The local hospital is even on 

board to provide us with 

health screening, blood work 

(for a small fee) and free clas-

ses on nutrition and fitness on 

the road. 

Are you interested in tours?  

Weôve got them:  

Exploring Berne, Indiana 

 Visit the Amish country and 

tour an Amish home.  The 

tour includes a guide to take 

you through an Old Order 

Amish community, lunch at a 

local restaurant (pot roast, 

chicken, and all the fixinôs) 

and entry to the Swiss Herit-

age Center. At the Heritage  
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days were dry so no one had 

issues getting out, a concern 

with many that have been to 

Perry in previous years.               

          

With Stone Mountain behind 

us, itôs time for everyone to 

start thinking about the next pre

-rally. Mark your calendars for 

July 13th - 17th for the ñComing 

Back Homeò pre-rally in Deca-

tur, Indiana.  

Bellmont High School in Deca-

tur is opening their doors to 

provide us with parking and 

facilities which will make for a 

great rally. In addition to the 

grounds. They are offering the 

use of the cafeteria, auditorium, 

tennis courts, swimming pool, 

and class rooms. They will also 

have internet access available 

for members. We expect to 

park the first 200 coaches on 

asphalt.  

Weôre anticipating a large turn-

out for this rally, so Iôd recom-

mend you register early. Weôve 

also scheduled this rally to be 

one day longer than normal due 

to the anticipated number of 

coaches. Many members Iôve 

talked to have already sched-

uled service appointments 

around this rally. 

You can read more about the 

Decatur pre-rally from our rally 

master, Marcia Bratsburg, in 

this newsletter, and online at 

http://www.acc-fmca.com. We 

hope to see you there. We also 

hope youôll join us in Bowling 

Green, OH for FMCAôs 82nd 

International Convention where 

we will keep the party going. 

Donôt forget our ñBuddy 

Coachò program.  Bring along 

another FMCA member whoôs 

not an ACC member, whether 

they have an American Coach 

or not, and as a sponsored guest 

theyôll be able to attend the 

rally at the member rate. 

There is one last item I need to 

mention. At this time we still 

have nearly 200 members who 

are behind on their 2009 dues.  

They were due and payable on 

January 1st. In order to keep 

receiving this newsletter, youôll 

need to get your dues paid 

soon. You may pay one year 

online or one or more years by 

mail. Youôll save money by 

paying multiple years. There is 

a renewal and change of ad-

dress form in this newsletter. 

Summer will be here before 

you know it. I hope youôre able 

to enjoy the great lifestyle your 

American Coach affords you. 

Iôd love to see each and every 

one of you in Decatur in July. 

Have FUN and travel safe. 

ñWe are already 

preparing the coach for 

the trip to Decatur and 

the "Coming Back 

Home Rally."  
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plains, the 

flowering 

trees and 

the Cadil-

lac Ranch 

in North 

Texas. We even sam-

pled catfish with okra and hush 

puppies in Alabama. This is a 

beautiful country. 

 We just got back to the "stick 

house" and are already 

busy preparing the coach for 

the trip to Decatur for 

the "Coming Back Home Ral-

ly". We are expecting over 200 

coaches for this rally and the 

committees are busy 

By Tony Stellar 

It seems that time passes like a 

runaway freight train. We be-

gan this year with the 

FMCA Western Area Conven-

tion in Indio, then on to 

Quartzsite, Yuma 

and finally, Stone Mountain, 

Georgia. We met many won-

derful people, mostly from the 

east coast, and many members 

that we would not normally 

see. We have covered over 

7000 miles this year and sum-

mer is just around the corner. I 

really enjoyed the varying 

countryside from the deserts of 

Arizona to the Oklahoma 
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Loading up the Coach for Decatur 

ñThe D.J. at the Stone 

Mountain Rally motivated 

many members to get out 

on the dance floor and 

kick up their heels. ñ 

http://www.acc-fmca.com
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By Chip Aiken 

I know thereôs a lot of concern 

among American Coach owners 

about the future of American 

Coach.  

It was at the start of the Stone 

Mountain pre-rally when Fleet-

wood announced that they were 

closing their travel trailer oper-

ations and were proceeding 

with Chapter 11 bankruptcy 

filings. I feel that they were 

very proactive in contacting the 

owner clubs. They provided us 

with copies of their announce-

ments and arranged to have a 

conference call between Paul 

Eskritt and the ACC board 

members in attendance at Stone 

Mountain. Paul indicated that it 

was Fleetwoodôs intent, with 

the approval of the bankruptcy 

judge, to continue supporting 

their warranty program and 

retail sales incentives.  

Iôm writing about this because I 

respect the fact that they were 

quick to communicate with the 

owner clubs at the time these 

changes in business occurred. It 

was also encouraging to hear 

how important it was to support 

their current owners through 

continued warranty support. Itôs 

true that American Coach is 

scaling back their rally support.  

I canôt tell you if it will get 

better or worse. I canôt predict 

the future of Fleetwood, but I 

hope that by the time you read 

this, we will be hearing positive 

news regarding their opera-

tions. 

As the RV industry struggles 

with the current economic cli-

mate, thereôs no doubt that the 

owner clubs of Fleetwood and 

American Coach will need each 

other more than ever. Getting 

together at rallies and travelling 

with other owners is a great 

way to learn more about our 

coaches, share challenges and 

help each other. Attending ral-

lies and spending quality time 

together is a great way to en-

hance your ownership 

experience. 

Many owners attend the 

rallies for service sup-

port. What if there was 

no service? I feel that 

the fellowship and 

friendship gained from 

attending the rallies are 

worth as much or more 

than rally service. 

Now more than ever, 

we need to ñcount on each oth-

erò to enhance the ownership of 

our coaches. Renew your club 

memberships, encourage others 

to join, and attend rallies. To 

quote a fellow American Coach 

owner, ñyou canôt put a price 

on a good timeò and you also 

canôt put a price on the friend-

ships youôll make while attend-

ing rallies.  Your owner clubs 

need you now more than ever 

and you need your owner 

clubs now more than ever. 

Counting on Each Other 

ñNow more than ever, 

we need to count on 

each other to enhance 

the ownership of our 

coaches.ò  

working out the details. The 

mayor of Decatur and the local 

business community are in-

volved in rolling out the red 

carpet for us.  

So, get your registration in 

early. You can now register on 

line at our website, http://

www.acc-fmca.com or via snail 

mail by sending in your regis-

tration. 

For those of us who live on the 

west coast, we have a special 

treat in store. The northwest 

chapter of the ACA will hold a 

rally in Blanchard, Idaho on 

July 2-6. From there we will 

caravan from Idaho to Decatur. 

This caravan is organized by 

none other then our past presi-

dent, the one and only Merritt 

Mosby. Check with him for 

details at  

maceagle@oregonfast.net or 

call him at 541-999-0304. 

He has planned a number of 

special stops along the way to 

make the trip interesting and 

memorable. If last yearôs cara-

van from Reno to Austin, Min-

nesota is any indication of Mer-

rittôs planning, this should be a 

fun trip. Everyone travels at 

their own pace. Some rise at six 

AM; others like to sleep in. 

There is no set schedule - just 

places to meet, maybe barbe-

que, sight see and linger. 

So get that coach ready for the 

summer. Check the tires, the 

batteries, service the engine and 

the chassis. Now is the time to 

do the maintenance, not on the 

road. Visit http://

autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/

American_Coach/

messages where you can find 

fellow AC owners willing to 

help with all sorts of technical 

issues and non-tech ones such 

as ñWhere is the best place to 

eat breakfast in Decatur?ò 

Fuel prices are down, so there 

are no excuses. See you in De-

catur! 

ñThe northwest chapter 

of the ACA will hold a 

rally in Blanchard, Idaho 

on July 2-6. From there 

we will caravan from 

North Idaho to Decatur.ò  

Blanchard, ID 

Decatur, IN 
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stone sink formed by the col-

lapse of an immense under-

ground cavern. The springs that 

feed it flow continuously. Sina-

gua dwelling, much like the 

ones at Tuzigoot, lined the rim 

at one time. The water seeps 

out through an ancient man-

made canal and flows into the 

local creek. The well was beau-

tiful but the creek-side path was 

even more 

peaceful 

Local Na-

tive Ameri-

cans still 

use the well 

for water to 

baptize 

their young 

children, believing that all life 

starts at the well. 

If you want to shop, Sonoma is 

just a few miles up the road 

from Tuzigoot. But, the nearby  

Cottonwood and Clarkdale are 

great little villages with art 

galleries and restaurants and 

less crowds. 

 

 

There is also a casino near-

by the Distant drums RV 

Resort (same exit, opposite 

side of freeway) where we 

saw RVs parked with their 

slide-outs out. 

 

 

 

 

Camp Verde, near Sonoma, is 

about 40 miles south of Flag-

staff on Interstate 17 in Arizo-

na. You might stop there just 

because there is a really nice 

big rigs RV park called Distant 

Drums RV Resort but, plan to 

stay a couple days and you will 

see some of the most interesting  

history of the North American 

continent. 

Tuzigoot 

(Apache for 

ñcrooked wa-

terò) is the 

remnant of a 

Southern Sina-

gua village 

built between 

1125 and 1125. 

The original pueblo was two 

stories high in some places, 

with 77 ground floor rooms. 

You can walk through the vil-

lage and view artifacts at the 

visitor center. 

Montezuma Castle is 

actually the remnants of a 

five story cliff dwelling of 

the Sinagua farmers. It 

stands in a cliff recess 100 

feet above the valley. It 

was once a 45 room apart-

ment-like building over-

looking a creek. If you 

have been to Mesa Verde 

National Park, you will recog-

nize the architecture. 

Montezuma Well is an amaz-

ing place. The well is a lime-

East or West - Great Places to See on Your Way to Decatur 
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When you drive into Kentucky, 

you might wonder whether to 

check out the many horse farms 

or the Bourbon distilleries. Go 

for the Bourbon! 

The Kentucky Bourbon Trail 

connects the nation's Bourbon 

distilleries, where you can see 

the art of Bourbon making 

being practiced much as it was 

200 years ago. Visit the pro-

ducers of "America's ONLY 

Native Spirit" and experience 

for yourself the magic and sci-

ence of the Master Distiller's 

craft - all within an easy day's 

drive through the rolling Ken-

tucky hills. 

Donôt miss Jim Beam where 

you will taste the finest bour-

bon that they make. And, the 

grandmother of the young girl 

that pours the fine bourbon has 

an old southern restaurant so 

make sure and ask about it. The 

food is fine. 

Makers Mark distillery is the 

nationôs oldest working distill-

ery and has been named a Na-

tional Historic landmark. Donôt 

even think about tasting; the 

county is dry. You can, howev-

er, buy bourbon and have the 

cap dipped in its trademark red 

wax. 

At Wild Turkey, you might 

meet the legendary Jimmy 

Russell who has watched over 

the bourbon making process for 

years. Again, there will be no 

tasting. They give you lemon-

ade, however. 

Heaven Hill distilleries, Four 

Roses and Buffalo Trace are 

also on the Kentucky Bourbon 

Trail. Nearby Bardstown is a 

historic village and worth visit-

ing for the restaurants and 

shops. 

http://www.kentuckybourbontrail.com


By Sheri Tomaszewski 

Both accounts, the main check-

ing account and the CD ac-

count, have been reconciled 

through March 31, 2009.  I 

have included both a Balance 

Sheet Report, showing what 

moneys are currently in our 

accounts, and an Income vs. 

Expense Report, which reflects 

losses from the Stone Mountain 

Rally. The shortage of support 

from Fleetwood has definitely 

had an impact on our rally 

funds. 

monthly report from FMCA 

of members who are not 

current with their dues. In 

turn, I will send out a friend-

ly reminder letter.  

Being a member of Ameri-

can Coach Chapter is con-

tingent upon being a mem-

ber of FMCA. We really 

donôt want to lose any mem-

By Annette Aiken 

I hope everyone is packing 

up their coaches and getting 

ready to head to Decatur for 

the ñComing Home Rallyò.  

I would like to remind eve-

ryone to please check the 

expiration dates on your 

FMCA dues. I receive a 

bers. 

Safe travels to everyone and 

I hope to see you all in De-

catur. 

Treasurerôs Report 

A Friendly Reminder from the Secretary 
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Anyone having questions re-

garding these reports  may con-

tact me at 602-524-1690 or 

treasurer@acc-fmca.com. 

mailto:treasurer@acc-fmca.com


ñHave you heard 

Robin Brock sing? 

She is amazing! And, 

would you believe 

Chip can play the 

guitar and sing? It 

was a fun rally for 

everyone.ò 
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More Fun at the Stone Mountain Rally 

By Marcia Bratsburg 

Singers, dancers, comedians, 

vendorsé were we already in 

Perry? No, this was the Stone 

Mountain pre-rally! 

Forty coaches registered and 

many attendees started the fun 

early. All but 12 coaches were 

in before opening day and eve-

ryone started catching up with 

friends in the beautiful wooded 

setting beside Stone Mountain 

Lake. That made the parking 

easier for Don Harter and Bill 

Land. 

Eight first time attendees, 

Randyôs service team and Paul 

and Skippy from Spartan joined 

us for pizza the first night. 

Randyôs team even bought a 

show coach with them! The 

ladies luncheon at the Conti-

nental Caf®, an 

old English tea 

room, was a big 

hit. And, every-

one enjoyed the 

ice cream social 

and the servers, 

Wendy Hol-

loway, Sheri 

Brewer, Robin 

Brock, Beverly 

Martin and Nan-

cy Durrance. 

We ended day two with Chris 

the DJ and entertainment by 

many of our ACC ñidolsò. 

Have you heard Robin Brock 

sing? She is amazing! And, 

would you believe Chip can 

play the guitar and sing? It was 

a fun night for everyone. 

Many of the members climbed 

Stone Mountain, some even 

hiked it twice! 

Mac the Fire Guy taught us all 

about fire safety and demon-

strated how to put out a fire in 

our coaches. Thanks, Mac. 

And, Jane Lihou showed us 

how easy it is to keep your 

aluminum wheels looking like 

new. Thanks, Jane. 

Many of the group took the tour 

of The World of Coke and 

CNN and the reports 

were that it was very 

interesting. 

We gathered on the last 

night for a buffet dinner 

and music by the Dixie 

Stompers. A cold front 

had come in so everyone 

called it an early night. 

Thanks to everyone who 

helped make this rally 

one of most fun in recent 

history! 


