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Presidentôs Message 

Donôt Miss the ñComing Back Homeò Rally in Decatur, Indiana  

By Marcia Bratsburg  

Please join us for the òComing Back Homeó pre-rally on July 13th - 18th, 2009 in 
Decatur, Indiana. Bellmont High School has opened their campus for us to use 
for camping as well as recreation. Weõll be using their classrooms, cafeteria, ten-
nis courts and even the swimming pool. The Superintendent of Schools, the 
mayor, the Downtown Merchants and the Chamber of Commerce are joining to-
gether to welcome us to their town and make this a great rally. The local hospital 
is even on board to provide us with health screening, blood work (for a small fee) 
and free classes on nutrition and fitness on the road.  

We have two wonderful tours, golf, and great meals. We have breakfasts, a wel-
come reception, dinners, a potluck and a lunch planned for you.  
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Time flies when youõre having fun! It seems like yesterday that Annette 
and I left the ACC pre -rally in Stone Mountain, Georgia and now we 
are getting ready for the òComing Back Homeó pre -rally in Decatur, 

Ind. This rally is shaping up to be one of the best in recent years.  

The mayor is involved, along with the 
past mayor, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Superintendent of 
Schools. The local newspaper has writ-
ten two articles publicizing this rally, 
which will be held at the Bellmont 
High School campus, and that has got-
ten the Decatur businesses excited 
about our arrival. Many of the local 
shops and restaurants are helping out 
with items for the ògoodie bagsó, dis-
counts at local establishments for rally 
attendees, and even door prizes.  

This pre -rally is five days long - one 
day longer than our typical pre -rally. 
On Monday, the mayor of Decatur and 
the ACC Officers will welcome our at-
tendees, especially the first -timers, and 
offer a salute to our veterans.  

Two local ACC members and vendors,  

Cruising America RV  (Kevin Mallory) 
and From Trees To These  (Greg Mies) 
have invited all attendees to a picnic 
style dinner at the home and business 
location of Greg Mies on Tuesday eve-
ning. On Wednesday night, weõre hop-
ing to bring in several guests. It will be 
a potluck dinner - weõll all bring some-
thing to share and the chapter will pro-
vide the meat. Oh yes, donõt forget to 
wear your òcrazy ható.  I know youõll 
look great while youõre on the dance 
floor kickinõ it up with our DJs and 
ACC members, Randy & Robin Brock.  

Weõve moved our gala night from Fri-
day to Thursday because many of you 
want to retire early on Friday to pre-
pare for the caravan to Bowling Green 
on Saturday morning. Join us on 
Thursday for Black & White Night . 

ñRandy Hendricks and his 

service crew are, once again, 

repairing six items on your 

coach at this rally, so get 

your service request list in 

today!ò 

Cont. on page 8 
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Dress in your favorite black and white 
attire - casual is ok. Dance and be en-
tertained by Dan Heath and the Para-
dise Band ( www. danheathmusic.com ). 
Fridayõs theme is Cheeseburgers in 
Paradise . Our resident DJ and his 
American (Coach) Idol wife are back 
again and will have you dancing the 
night away. If you missed them at the 
Stone Mountain rally, youõre in for a 
treat.  

Whatõs different about this pre-rally? 
For one thing, there will be vendors 
and seminars. We donõt usually solicit 
vendors since FMCA has so many, but 
we decided to have a nice cross -section 
of vendors and perhaps a few seminars 
that you wonõt find at the FMCA con-
vention. For example, Debbie and 
Terry Farber will be showing everyone 
how to join and navigate the American 
Coach Yahoo chat group. Meet some of 
the òYahoosó that post helpful informa-
tion and meet the òlurkersó too. Plus, 
the local hospital will be having a 
health fair with free classes on nutri-
tion and fitness. I wonõt go on about 
the details. You can read more about it 
in Marciaõs article and on the web site 

at www.acc -fmca.com  . 

If you havenõt already registered, 
donõt waste another minute before 
you sign up. Load up that coach, 
blow the cob webs off, and point it 

towards Decatur, Indiana . 

Iõm hearing about lots of rallies and 
caravans going on before and after the 
Decatur pre -rally and the FMCA Con-
vention in Bowling Green. A group of 
coaches, lead by Merritt and Carita 
Mosby are traveling by caravan from 
Blanchard, Idaho to Decatur (see Mer-
rittõs article). Some members will head 
north after the FMCA Rally, to the up-
per peninsula of Michigan and across 
to Wisconsin and Minnesota. I think 
that some members are traveling to the 
northeast as far as Maine and others 
may also head up into Canada. Join us 
in Decatur and use it as a starting 
point or stopping off point for a great 
summer vacation. Come have a good 
time with old friends and take the op-
portunity to make new friends.  

Travel safe and we hope to see you in 
Decatur!     Chip Aiken  

Coming Home Rally Tribute to Decatur 
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By Tony Steller, Vice President  

    The excitement is mounting as we 
count down the days to our òComing 
Back Home Rallyó in Decatur on July 
13 -18. We made the front page of the 
Decatur Daily Democrat and many lo-
cal merchants are offering discounts to 
those attending the rally. Even the 
mayor of Decatur is involved. We are 
looking forward to supporting this 
great community.  

Merritt Mosby is finalizing plans for the 
caravan from Blanchard, Idaho to De-
catur. Anytime we can tour this great 
country with American Coach friends 
will be fun. I am looking forward to it 
and I hope you will join our caravan.  

Marcia Bratsburg and her committees 
are hard at work on every detail of this 
rally. There will be something for eve-

ryone ð fun 
tours, golf, good 
music, great 
food, vendors. It 
should be a great 
Midwestern ex-
perience.  

The registration 
list is growing and I was delighted to 
see that many of our friends whom we 
have not seen for some time will be in 
Decatur. This rally is shaping up to be 
a tribute to the community that 
proudly manufactures our American 
Coaches and I hope you will be there to 
help us celebrate.  

You can still register for the rally at 
www.acc -fmca.com  or fill out the regis-
tration form attached to this newslet-
ter. We hope to see you all in Decatur.  

http://danheathmusic.com
http://www.acc-fmca.com
http://www.acc-fmca.com/
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There will be an election to determine 
members of the Nominating Committee 
at the next ACC General Membership 
Meeting. The Nominating Committee con-
sists of three Chapter members in good 
standing. This committee will be in place 
until the completion of elections in Au-

gust 2010.  

Our ACC Chapter currently has two can-
didates for the Nominating Committee 
and weõre looking for one or more candi-
dates. We will elect three committee 
members at the General Membership 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, July 14 th  

at 9:00 a.m., in Decatur, Indiana.  

The duties of the Nominating Committee 

are:  

¶ Select one of its members as Nomi-

nating Committee Chairperson.  

¶ Nominate candidates for the Chapter 
Offices of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, National Direc-

tor, Alternate National Director, 
Eastern Area Director, Central Area 
Director and Western Area Director 
for the new year to be presented for 

voting by the chapter membership.  

¶ Obtain clear acceptance of the nomi-
nees to serve the chapter should they 

be elected.  

¶ Make certain that nominated candi-
dates are members in good standing 
and qualified under applicable na-

tional and chapter bylaws.  

¶ Nominate candidates for appoint-
ment by the Executive Board to fill 
vacancies which occur in elected 

chapter offices.  

Being a member of the Nominating Com-
mittee is a great way to give back to the 
Chapter and play a vital role. If youõre 
interested in being considered as a Nomi-
nating Committee member, send an 

email to me or to any Chapter officer.  

Nominating Committee Elections 

ñBeing a member of 

the Nominating 

Committee is a great 

way to give back to 

the Chapter.ò 

Join the West Coast Caravan to Decatur, Indiana 

ñItôs good to know that 

there is a helping hand 

just a few miles away 

in case of a problem.ò  

By Merritt Mosby  

Call it what you want, rolling rally, 
caravan, long line of American 
Coaches going down the road;  one 
thing you will be calling it for sure, is 
fun ! Most of the participating mem-
bers will be leaving from Blanchard, 
Idaho on July 6 th,  but some coaches 
will be joining us along the way. The 
tentative plan is to spend half a day 
at Mt. Rushmore or Crazy Horse. The 
final decision will be made at a pre 
caravan meeting at the Blanchard 

rally.  

Carita and I have driven back and 
forth this big, beautiful country of 
ours in our, beautiful American Ea-
gle several times. We have traveled 
by ourselves, with large groups and 
with just a few friends. When we are 
alone, we sometimes wish we had 
someone to share a cup of coffee 
with before heading out. The larger 
groups can create problems when 
traveling so many miles, but we have 
found that dividing a large group into 
several smaller groups for caravan-
ning works out better than trying to 
have everyone stay together. We 
meet for lunch or in the evening for a 

social hour or dinner and plan the 
next dayõs events. We donõt appoint 
or create smaller groups; they just 
form on their own. The early risers 
leave when theyõre ready, quietly I 
hope. The slow drivers and the fast 
driver go at there own pace. The late 
starters play catch up and then we 
all get together in the evenings and 

talk about our experiences.   

Some folks like to barbeque together 
in the evenings, others find a restau-
rant to go to for their evening meals. 
Some are loners and some are join-
ers and itõs just fun to meet up in the 
evening and chat. Itõs also good to 
know that there is a helping hand 
just a few miles away in case of a 
problem like the time Dave Van de 
Velde had a flat tire in the middle of 

Oklahoma with no town for miles.  

I hope you can join us; itõs going to 
be a blast. Call me at home ð 541 -
997 -0486, my cell ð 925 -383 -6341 or 
Caritaõs cell ð 541 -999 -0486. Or, you 
can email me at 

maceagle@oregonfast.net  . 

Merritt & Carita Mosby  

 

mailto:maceagle@oregonfast.net
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By Sheri Tomaszewski  

The main checking account and the CD account have been 
reconciled through April 30, 2009.  The Balance Sheet re-
flects moneys in our accounts as of 5/24/2009 and the In-
come vs. Expense Report includes both Stone Mountain and 
Decatur rally income and expenses since January 1 2009.  

Anyone have questions regarding these reports may contact 
me at 602 -524 -1690 or treasurer@acc -fmca.com  . 

will send out a friendly reminder letter.  

Being a member of American Coach 

Chapter is contingent upon being a 

member of FMCA. We really donõt want 

to lose any members.  

Safe travels to everyone and I hope to 

see you all in Decatur.  

 

Treasurerôs Report 

A Friendly Reminder from the Secretary 
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By Annette Aiken  

I hope everyone is packing up their 

coaches and getting ready to head to 

Decatur for the òComing Home Rallyó.  

I would like to remind everyone to 

please check the expiration dates on 

your FMCA dues . I receive a monthly 

report from FMCA of members who are 

not current with their dues. In turn, I 

mailto:treasurer@acc-fmca.com
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News from Fleetwood 
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News from Fleetwood, cont. 
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News from Fleetwood, cont. 

Donôt Forget Your Hat and a Few Other Things 
We have so many great events planned 

for the Coming Home to Decatur Pre -

Rally that we thought a checklist might 

be in order.  

¶ Silly hats for Wednesday night  

¶ Tropical Clothing for Friday night  

¶ Black and White Clothing for 

Thursday night (this means any 

black and white clothes you want 

to wear, from shorts to tanks to 

tux if youõre so inclined) 

¶ Jack pads  

¶ Generator exhaust stack ( if you 

are using one)  

¶ A hearty appetite  

¶ Full fresh water tank  

¶ Empty grey and black tanks  

¶ Walking Shoes for Auburn Tour  

¶ Dancing shoes for band and DJ 

night  

¶ A great attitude and great expecta-

tions  

We hope to see you there! 
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ñSo pack your silly hat and 

your tropical clothes and 

donôt forget your dancing 

shoes because the local 

band will have you partying 

the night away.ò 

Exploring Auburn, Indiana  

Military history buffs, veterans, and automotive lovers will be excited about this tour. First, youõll visit the National 
Military History Center ! The center spotlights the service and sacrifice of Americaõs military through a variety of 
museum units dedicated to Young Americaõs military, World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Cold War, 
and todayõs War on Terror. Bring your walking shoes; the museum complex is expansive.  

Youõll also be visiting the Kruse Automotive Horsepower & Carriage Museum . Located in the same building as the 
National Military History Center , there is a car to interest everyone at this museum: Andy Griffithõs Packard, a car 
driven by Dale Earnhardt, President Hooverõs car, Buffalo Billõs stagecoach and the General Lee. You will enjoy 
just strolling and reminiscing.  

Youõll lunch at Mad Anthony Brewing Company  and then visit the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum , one of the 
òTop Ten Gearhead Destinations in the United States.ó  Price, including lunch is $68 /person.  

 

Exploring Berne, Indiana  

 Visit the Amish country and tour an Amish home. The tour includes a guide to take you through an Old Order 
Amish community, lunch at a local restaurant (pot roast, chicken, and all the fixinõs) and entry to the Swiss Heri-
tage Center. At the Heritage Center youõll go back to the late 1800õs and early 1900õs as your tour guide recounts 
stories of the settlers lives and how they came to Berne to build homes and businesses.  Price, including lunch is 
$52 /person.  

 

For the golferõs, Jim and Doty Graham have worked with the Grey Goose Golf Club to offer you golf, including a 
cart and lunch on Wednesday for only $40.00 /person .   

And, ladies, youõre invited to the Grey Goose Golf Club Restaurant for lunch!  Register now for only $15 /person . 

Tours, Golf and Ladies Luncheon 

Coming Home Rally, cont. 
Bring your tropical wear, because itõs 
Cheeseburger in Paradise night on Fri-
day. Do you have a funny hat? Weõre 
having a funny hat contest along with 
our DJ on Wednesday night. The òIce 
Cream Cheerleadersó will be back with 
their Ice Cream Social on Wednesday 
afternoon. Thursday night is Black and 
white Night - dress up or dress down 
but make it black and white.  

We have many vendorõs waiting to join 
us as well as many of our ACA friends. 
Weõre making this a rally like no other 
ACC rally weõve had! 

And since weõre coming back home , 
weõll be joined by the American Coach 
service team? They will, once again be 
repairing six items for each coach. For 
those coaches out of warranty, labor is 
free! Youõll just need to pay for parts. 

Come as early as Saturday, but no ear-
lier; the gates will be locked! Remem-
ber that we will be dry camping for the 
rally so early arrival means more days 
with no hook -ups. Early days will be 
$10.00/ day and youõll pay for this at 

the registration desk on Monday!  

Plan to arrive with your fresh water 
tank full and your grey and black hold-
ing tanks empty. We will provide a 
pump out service on Friday. Please 
bring your jack pads as we will be 
parking on asphalt. Additionally, since 
generators will be our source of power, 
please respect your neighbors and 
bring your exhaust stacks.   

Bellmont High School is located at 
1000 E. North Adams Dr. in Decatur.   

So pack your silly hat and tropical 
clothing, and donõt forget your dancing 
shoes because Chip Aiken has con-
tracted with a local band thatõll have 
you partying the night away. The DJ 
and his òACC Idoló wife, will not let you 
down! They, too, will have you on the 
dance floor before you can say no!  

Youõll want to sign up now as the tours 
are for a limited number. Send in your 
application or register on -line at 
www.acc -fmca.com . 


